CEYLON

The writer of the article OpUr in Smith's 'Dictionary of
the Bible' argues in favour of Arabia, by assuming that "ivory,
apes, and peacocks" were not imported from Ophir, but from
Tarshish, and that gold and algum trees only were imported
from Ophir. By this assumption he gets rid of the Indian
names for the elephant monkey, and parrot; but there still
remains the name of algum wood, which Professor Lassen
derives from the Sanskrit valgu, or sandal-wood. He admits
that Arabia does not now produce gold, but thinks that it
may once have done so, or if not, that it at least possessed
gold by importation, as the Queen of Sheba presented much
gold to Solomon.
This subject has already been discussed in my account of
Vadari, or Eder, in Western India; but I may here again
state my opinion that the Ophir of the Bible, which is
rendered Sufoip and SovtyP by Josephus and the Septuagint,1
is most probably the Sauvira of Hindu geography, or south-
western R&jputana, which amongst the people of the west
would have been pronounced Hobir , just as Sindhu became
Indus, and as sapta became hafi and enra. According to Pliny
the country to the north of the Gulf of Khambay formerly
produced both gold and silver, which it does even at the present
day. Specimens of gold from the Aravali mountains may
be seen in the India Museum, and the same range is the only
part of India in which silver is found in any quantity,
Western India also was colonized by the Aryan race at least
two thousand years before Christ and the Aryan language had
become the common speec h of the country long before the time
of Solomon, I would therefore identify the OjHAr or Sophir
of Scripture with the Indian Sauvira of the Hindus, where the
captains of Solomon's fleet could have obtained the fine pure
gold for which Ophir w as famed, and where they would have
obtained ivory, apes, and peacocks (or parrots) called by the
very names which they have preserved to .us in the Bible.
J.   Joseplms, Antiq., i. 6, 4.   1 Kings x. 11 ; and 2 Chron. viii. 18.
Sofir is the Coptic name of India.